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Former BOP Employee Sentenced to 80 Months in Prison for Sexual 
Abuse of a Ward 
A former employee of the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), Hosea Lee Jr., 43, was sentenced to 
80 months in federal prison and 10 years of supervised release on Friday, by U.S. District Judge 
Danny C. Reeves, after pleading guilty to committing five counts of sexual abuse of a ward. 

According to his plea agreement, Lee was employed as a correctional officer at the Federal 
Medical Center in Lexington, Kentucky, serving as a drug treatment specialist. In that position, 
Lee was responsible for conducting interviews regarding treatment eligibility and progress, 
leading drug education classes and providing group and individual counseling to inmates with 
substance use disorder. Between August and December 2019, on several occasions, Lee engaged 
in sexual acts with four separate women. Each of these victims was a participant in his drug 
treatment classes. These sexual acts all occurred in secluded spaces adjacent to the classroom or 
a closet area in his office. 

Lee pleaded guilty in April 2022. 

“The defendant’s abhorrent sexual misconduct betrays the trust we place in our correctional 
officers to protect those in their custody and to prepare them to return to society,” said Deputy 
Attorney General Lisa O. Monaco. “As part of our ongoing effort to root out sexual misconduct 
within the Bureau of Prisons, the department has prioritized prosecuting cases of criminal 
misconduct by Bureau employees. We will continue to hold accountable those who violate their 
position of trust.” 

“This defendant abused his authority and the public trust by preying sexually upon women 
entrusted to his care,” said Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke of the Justice 
Department’s Civil Rights Division. “This betrayal of trust by a federal official is intolerable and 
the Department of Justice hopes that this prosecution brings some much-needed closure to his 
victims.” 

“The safety and security of federal prisons are of the utmost importance, and correctional 
officers who abuse their authority undermine the integrity of these institutions,” said 
Department of Justice Inspector General Michael E. Horowitz. “Inmates should never 
experience sexual abuse at the hands of the Bureau of Prisons employees, and the Department of 
Justice Office of the Inspector General will continue to aggressively investigate allegations of 
abuse, including sexual abuse, across the BOP.” 

“Instead of helping those in his custody and care with their substance use, the defendant preyed 
on particularly vulnerable individuals and betrayed an important public charge,” said U.S. 



Attorney Carlton S. Shier IV for the Eastern District of Kentucky. “This despicable conduct has 
done enduring damage to his victims. Beyond that, when public officials act with such disregard 
for those in their care and protection, it erodes faith in law enforcement. We will continue our 
efforts to protect these individuals, and to combat abuses by those who fail to warrant the public 
trust.” 

“Part of the FBI’s critical mission is to protect the American people. This includes those who are 
currently serving time in prison,” said Special Agent in Charge Jodi Cohen of the FBI Louisville 
Field Office. “When corrections officers who have sworn to protect inmates within their facility 
abuse their position of authority, the FBI will stop at nothing to hold them accountable. Because 
investigating civil rights violations remains a top priority for the FBI in Kentucky, if you have 
knowledge of similar crimes occurring within our correctional facilities, contact your local FBI 
field office or submit information to tips.fbi.gov.” 

Under federal law, Lee must serve 85% of his prison sentence. Upon his release from prison, he 
will be under the supervision of the U.S. Probation Office for three years. 

U.S. Attorney Carlton S. Shier IV for the Eastern District of Kentucky; Special in Agent Charge 
William J. Hannah of the Department of Justice, Office of the Inspector General (DOJ-OIG), 
Chicago Field Office; and Special Agent in Charge Jodi Cohen of the FBI Louisville Field Office, 
jointly announced the sentencing. 

The investigation was conducted by DOJ-OIG and FBI. The U.S. Attorney’s Office was 
represented by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Tashena Fannin and Kate Smith. 

 


