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WILMINGTON, N.C. — A federal grand jury returned an indictment last week,
charging a Cameron man with Bribery, Conspiracy to Introduce Contraband
into a Prison, and Introducing Contraband.

“Contraband in prisons is one of the greatest threats to both inmates and
correctional officers,” stated Acting United States Attorney G. Norman Acker,
III. “This indictment seeks to hold a correctional officer who allegedly violated
the trust of his peers by conspiring with inmates to introduce contraband to
the prison. My office will always prosecute those who endanger lives and
disrupt the good order and discipline within our correctional institutions.”

“When correctional officers smuggle contraband into prisons, they jeopardize
the safety of the very institutions they are charged with protecting. The OIG
1s committed to investigating this type of behavior,” said Russell
Cunningham, Special Agent in Charge of the Department of Justice Office of
the Inspector General Washington Field Office.

According to the indictment, Casey Covington, 45, a correctional officer at the
Federal Correctional Institution in Butner, conspired with three inmates to
smuggle cell phones into the prison. Covington is also accused of accepting
bribes in exchange for smuggling in the cell phones and other contraband,
including marijuana, tobacco, and alcohol.

According to the indictment, inmates Christopher Lee Davis, 36, Antonio
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Demond Byers, 40, and Robert Henry Huitt, 32, were also each charged with
conspiring with Covington and possessing cell phones in prison.

If convicted, Covington faces 15 years in prison, and Davis, Byers, and Huitt
each face up to 1 year in prison.

G. Norman Acker, III, Acting U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of North
Carolina made the announcement. The Department of Justice, Office of the
Inspector General, is investigating the case and Assistant U.S. Attorney
Robert J. Dodson is prosecuting the case.

A copy of this press release is located on our website.

An indictment is merely an accusation. The defendant is presumed innocent
until proven guilty.
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