
 
 
 

         

 

 
 
 

   

   

         

        

   

            

           

             

           

    

              

             

             

           

                  

             

              

             

               

                 

 

                   

              

                

 

 

 

D E P A R T MEN T O F J US TI C E | O F F IC E O F T H E I NS P EC TO R G E N ER A L 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 11, 2021 

DOJ OIG Releases Management Advisory Memorandum Concerning Compliance with Laws, Regulations, 

and Policies Regarding Whistleblower Rights and Protections for Contract Workers Supporting 

Department of Justice Programs 

Department of Justice (DOJ) Inspector General Michael E. Horowitz announced today the release of a 

Management Advisory Memorandum to the Deputy Assistant Attorney General and Senior Procurement 

Executive of the Justice Management Division identifying concerns with DOJ’s compliance with laws, 

regulations, and established internal policies regarding whistleblower rights and protections for contract 

workers supporting justice programs. 

This memorandum arises out of concerns identified in DOJ Office of the Inspector General (OIG) 

investigations and audits of various contracts administered by multiple DOJ components. Several OIG 

audits and investigations have noted that contracting officers neither included mandatory contract clauses 

regarding whistleblower rights and reprisal protections nor verified whether contractors informed their 

workers of such content as required. We also identified a contractor that required its workers to sign non-

disclosure agreements (NDA) that did not mention protected disclosures of wrongdoing. 

We believe the issues we identified regarding DOJ contractor whistleblower protections are systemic and 

should be handled comprehensively by DOJ leadership. Considering the critical role that whistleblowers 

play in helping our government to remain efficient and accountable, and to ensure appropriate stewardship 

of taxpayer dollars, we believe that the Department should make a more concerted effort to address these 

issues. 

The DOJ OIG made two recommendations to assist DOJ in addressing these issues. In its response to the 

memorandum, DOJ stated the actions it has taken and will implement in response to our concerns. 

Memorandum: The memorandum released today is available on the OIG’s website at the following link: 

https://oig.justice.gov/reports/management-advisory-notification-concerns-regarding-department-justices-

compliance-laws. 
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